
The Novices 1940s 

From 1941 to 1946 the ‘Black Hand of War’ led to the cancellation of the event for six long years and the Novices 25 

was not held again until 1947.  In January 1947 it was again decided to make the Novices 25 a second-class (or 

middle markers) event. The first Novices since the end of the war went ahead on 30 March 1947 and was won by A 

Hadfield of the Manchester Clarion in 1.09.36.   The Withington Wheelers Journal records….  

“The last Sunday in March, after a lapse of five years, saw the welcome revival of our Open 25 mile trial.  This time it 

was decided to run the event as a second-class confined to riders who had not beaten 1:08:00 but retaining the 

Novice flavour by awarding a special prize for those competitors who had not previously beaten ‘evens’. 

Our fears that we would not obtain a full card proved unfounded, a total of 130 entries being received, of those the 

number who had not beaten evens was seventy and we shall have to consider whether next year’s Open shall be 

promoted as a Second-class, Third-class or a purely Novices event. 

We were favoured with decent weather.  The morning was calm with just a trace of rain which gave promise of fast 

times.  This was confirmed when John Smith, the first man, returned 1:11:45, a four minute improvement on his 

personal best. Lance Tulip, the Withington’s main hope, did not disappoint and his excellent 1:10:50 was tenth 

fastest and gained him the Novice award.  Later we found that he was also third in the handicap, moving up from 

fourth place when it was discovered that one apparent winner (through no fault of ours it should be added) had cut 

out a portion of the course.  Our own members, mostly the new ones, returned quite creditable times and we look 

forward to some fast performances when they have had a little more experience of the racing game. 

All in all we can definitely consider the event to have been a success.  We give our very best thanks to good friend 

Arthur Wood who assisted Mac in manipulating the tickers and to all members who co-operated in ensuring the 

tricky course was checked and marshalled. 

One feature of the trial which must go on record is that Lance Tulip was very lucky to finish at all.  At the start his 

front tyre was not looking too good and he was able to effect a change and actually rode on Ken Perrin’s front wheel, 

his own tyre blowing out later while in Ken’s possession. 

At the time of writing the exact method of sharing the prize money is still under dispute.”  

The leading times and those of our own members were; 

A Hadfield  Manchester Clarion 1:09:36 

N Jenkins  Abbotsford Park 1:09:45   

GA Horn Manchester Wheelers 1:10:09 

The Withington Wheelers riders were; 

L Tulip  1:10:50;  JB Smith  1:11:45;  A Welch  1:16:10;  RB Poole  1:22:29;  HS Stevens 1:24:44 
 

Handicap (net times); 

JP Thomas Rhos on Sea  1:03:27 

F Sumner Altrincham Ravens 1:04:36 

L Tulip  Withington Wheelers 1:04:50 
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The winner in 1948 was Peter Bell of Abbotsford Park who set a new event record of 1.6.50.  

The winning team was Abbotsford Park 
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And below is the full finish sheet for the 1950 Novices 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


